
ln
ty

OCCUP]ED PALEST INE: 
J€

IS A, NONVIOLENT SOLIJTTON POSSIBLE?

by Johan Gal tung

Center of  Internat ional  Studies
Princeton Universi ty
Pr inceton, New Jersey 08544

November 7986



Yor"t  may r ight ly ask:  what r iqht  does a Western European,

and even a Norweqian, very f  ar  r :emoved f  rorn the Middle East,

at  present l iv ing in North America,  have to ta lk about th is

subject  at  a l l? So let  me state f rom the very beginning that

I  am not qoing to be apoloqet ic about th is.  I  am a wor l -d c i t izen,

so are you; we are t ied toqether in a most cornplex web of

cul turaf  reLat ionships and structural  interact ion--your f  ate is

mine, my fate is yours,  humankind is one, And the Middle East t - ime

bomb is Licking--we want nobody"taking us wi th t f ' " r ' l

0ne par: t icular expression of  th is is the dramat ic asymmetry

found in Western furope and North America,  and indeed also unt i l  i :e-

cent l  y in my own count.ry,  wi th regard to t -he nccupat ion of  Palest ine.

As has been pointed out by Dr,  Ayoub in th is conference: there

is a sympathy wi th the Jewish carrse,  r :nderstandable in the l iqht .

r : f  i to locaust,  But there is sD ] i t t .1e qenuine sympat-hy wi th the

Palest in ian cause, at  Ieast  not unt i l  Sabra-Chat i la,  the mass.arr"e

of Palest in ians in the two refugee camps, related to the Israel i

invasinn June 1982. And I  nr ight  add to th is;  the under ly ing

text-ure of  b ias is so deep that even Sabra-ChaLi la is now to

some extent washinq out,  i f  not  in the younqel  qenerat ion in

Western Europe and North America sD at  least  amonq the middle-

aged and the older,  and more entrenched minds"

What is at  the roots of  a1l  of  th is? I  shal l  t ry tn answer,

qoinq bank to rny memories f  rom earf  y chi-1 rJhood n at  schor:1,  t -o t ry

to see what k ind of  imp:ressions I  renei  ved- -wi th mi I  l  ions r-r f  others .
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First ,  and very basic:  Juclaism as the backqround for

chr ist iani ty,  the 01d Testament-  as a part  of  The Book as received

by Christ ians.  A11 of  us at  school  learned the map ol  Palesf- ine,

in two connect ions "  Part" ly in connect ion wi  th lhe 01d Test.ament.

as a part"  of  the hist .ory of  the Jewish per lp1e, and mainly,  of

course, as a way of  re lat inq the l i f  e nf  Jesus nf  Nazareth,  who

was t"n become the f lhr" ist  t -o nnncret-e geography. Nothing simi lar

was ever tauqht.  about"  lhe th i rd occident.al  re l iq inn,  the t"hirr l

re l ig ion of ,  the Book in Lhe sense of  the k i t .a! ,  the 01d Testament. ;

Is lam. Rat.herr  {g! [ .  a concept t -oo easi ly equated with Ts1am,

were seen as l iv ing in the desert ,  not .  in "rea.1" cor-rntr ies.  Tn

short- ,  the st-erot"ype of  a l l  Arabs beirrq Beduins prevai led" The
eqLlal ion was not qui te Jsfam=Bedr. t ins,  brr t  not  Loo far f rom that ei ther.

Second, Judaism was seen as t -he Drerursor to t 'hr ist iani ty,

meaninq that Jewish myths wefe accepter l  r rp t , :  the point  of ,  the

Jewish reject . ion of  Chl ist  as The I ' lessiah, The mr:st-  inrpr. l r t .ant

of ,  those myths,  the jdea of  the Jews as a chosen per:oIe wi th a

Promised Land ,  EteLz IsraeJ- o was a{: :cepted" This was a part .

of  t -he Covenant bet-ween the Jews in t -he Diaspora;  another being that

p: :ecious gi f t ,  aDCordirrg to hr ist  ians,  g iven t i :  humani. t "y:  The

Ten Conrmandments 0f co!Jrse, Jews as a Chosen people

with a Promised Land is not a par i - -  of  the thr ist ian fa i th;

he Ten Llommandments are,  But th is essent ia l  part  of  JurJaism is

easi ly accepted, or at .  least  not re. jected as a part  o l  a

history seen as a npcessary roncJi t ion for  the emerqence nf ' "c lut"

Llhr ist iani ty.  At  th is pnint  i t  shoulrJ be rRmembered that t ,he



Covenant was entered with the use of  Moses as an int-ermediary

between people on Lhe one hand and the only God, Yahweh on the

other.  Yahweh later becanrB the God of  the chr ist ian fa i th,
wi th monotheism somewhat di luted throuqh the addi t ion of  a chr istology.
Necessary i f  not  suf f ic ient  condi t ions ol  Chr ist iani ty,  impossible to
re;ect  in their  ent i rety.

Third.  enters Is lanr.  There ate a number r : f  fact .ors at  th is

point  that  woul .J predispose Christ ians against  Is lam. and the

fact-ors are as rel  evant today as moT'e than 1100 yeers ago. s ince

A.D. 622 as Chr ist . ians wrruld say.  Thus. Is lam was t .o t lhr ist . iani t -y

what Buddhism was to Hinduism: a refreshino renewal.  and a

simpl i f icat ion.  Jslam has been nharacter ized as Chr ist iani ty

without-  nhr ist-o1ogy, Here is the cr i t - ical  point  because i t  is

precisely in t .he chr istoloqy that the most dogmatic elements of

t lhr ist iani t -y are enshr ined: v i r :g in bir th,  miracles,  resr.rrrect ion

in carnis, ,  and vicar ious death.  \n lhv should Musl ims have this

luxury--bel ief  in a God and in one God only,  wi thnut having to accom-

rnodat-e to doqmas with which chr ist ians have been labor inq for

near ly 2n00 years? Shor.r ld Musl ims get away that easi ly,  and in

addi t ion direct  an accusing f inger at  thei  r  cousins in Chr ist iani ty I

Judaism was a necessary parent;  Is lam a total ly unsol ic i ted,  abrasive
offspr ing.

Fourth ,  and this is p robably the most i*portant reasnn:

Is lam was a sucness. Judaism was anrJ i  s l imi  t -ed t .o Jews" MoreDVer,

the P:romised I  and is no threat to the Chr ist ian mainland in

Europe and the Americas.  Is lam expanded at  an incredible rate

r:nder t -he 0mayyads. al thor:qh much of  the expansion tnok the form of
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f i ) l ing a vacuum because the Persian and the Byzant ine empires

had exhausted each other in their  many batt- les.  L ike Chr ist ian_

i ty IsIam was a universal  re" l ig ion,  meaning that the l -wo were headed

for conf l ic t .  When Pope Urban I I  launchecJ the cJ-ar ion cal l

in r495, in c lermont.  to wrest  the Holy seputcher f rom "t .he wicked

race" the fo l lowing was immediate,  and the I . l rusarJes were launchecJ.

Christ ian wickedness and sel f - r ightousness took t .he form

of crusades aqainst  the Musl ims, and I  am not"  at  a l l  sure t .hat .  we

have seen t-he last  crusade. And i t  took the form of poqrams

and ant i -semit ism in general  against  the Jews and I  am not,  at  a1l

sure that we have seen h-he last  pogrorns.  I r r  l2:TB Hr: lagr: ,  the

I lkhan frorn Mongol ia sacked Baghdad. at  that  t ime a major center

of  learninq, k i l l inq hlov ' r  th, : l , t i  one mi l l ion people,  men and women,

o1d, middle-aged, youngt chi ldren and babies.  but spared the

Christ ians" He had made an aqreement-  wi th the Byzant ine t - -hr ist- ian

Emperi : l r ,  ancl  the Pope even addressed him 
"""you" 

sereni tyJ ' l

i  th ink th is is import-anl  as an example of  how the Musl ims had
been appointed arch-enerry_*not the remote (geographical ly and rel ig_
ously)  Monogol ians.  As an aside: I  am afraid th is may happen agair , .
we may see us-soviet  f  : : iencJship wi th Israrn as t_he common enemv; t ike
we 9ot,  f  or  sonne per iod,  Us-chinese f  r ienclship wiLh the soviet  Union
as common enemy. communism and "scient i f ic  atheism,,not wi thstanding,
Russia is st i l l  an 0rthodox Christ ian country.

Fi f th;  Is lam cont inr tes i ts expansion, and under the 0t tomans

even hammers,  r683, aL the gaLes of  Vienna, in the hearLland of

Europe--and thev .stay "  Turkey becomes the major scare--and remained so

t lnt i l  wel l  af ter  the Cttoman Empire had col lapsed. Is lam=Beduins

+ Turks.  Turkey remains the scarerwel l  beyond the end of  the 0t toman
Empi re.
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Loaded with assumptions such as these, I  ar"r ived fnr the f i rst  t - ime

in Gaza,Palest inenin January 1964, a cold nighto by t ra in f rom

Cairo.  There was nowhere to s leep. The t . ra in had arr ived too

late so I  was put up by the stat ion mast-er,  a very qent le person

who had once been the stat ion master at  a considerably bigger

place in Palest ine.  We spent the niqht discussinq the whole

issue, and I  came out wi th the three arquments most commonly

heard in Western furope and North America in defense of  the

cur:rent Israel i  0ccupat ion;

The whole terr : i tory actual ly belr :ngs to the Jews,

as is also stated i  n the 01d TestamenL;

The Jews have suffered so horr ib ly,  unspeakably in

connent ion wi th the Holocaust so they certainlv de-

serve a homeland;

The Jews have made the desert  b1oom.

I  got  very good answers to a1l  t -hreen and have since that

been an unswerving adherent of  the Palest in ian cause, as I  th ink

can be seen from my art ic le wr i t ten in 197I,  "The Middle East

and the Theory of  Dnnf l ic t"  (afsa pr inted in Lhe Journaf of

Palest ine Studies,  anrJ t : :anslated into Arabic.  but  noL into Hebrew" ) '

Howevet,  I  afso bel ieve that the conf l int  in th is area is not

one between r ight  and wrong but between r iqht-  and r ight .  My

posi t ion woul .d be that Jews have a r ight-  to l ive in th is area, but

not to form an independent state on what-  is  essent ia l ly  Arab soi l .



I  sha1l  come back to th is point ,  later,  wel l  knowing that th is

is a hiohlv contenLiot . rs issue.

Before I  now address the real  issue, how to struqgle non-

violent l -y f  or  a just  solut ion of  t .he Palest i  n ian issue ,  two

more ancedotes seem t .o me hiqh ly ne levant .

Summer 1967 I  was f lor  t "he second t ime in what was then st i l l

cal led Rhodesia,  doing s{ lme research on the impact of  t -he economic

sanct ions that were launched af t -er  Ian Smith made his UDI.  Uni lateral

f )eclarat ion of  1 ndependence, November 1965. I  came across the

secur i ty chief  of  Ian Smith.  and we of  course discussed " the

si tuat ion".  He told me t-hat in his opinion thev were capable of

handl inq any kind of  guerr i l la act ion,  s ince this cor-r1d be done

with a combinat ion of  pol ice and mi l i t -arv met-hods. His problem,

however,  I  now quot-e,  would be i f  " they start  marching, Lhousands,

tens of  thousands of  them, f rom the townships,  on Sal j .sbury.  There is

simply no way in which we could stop them, not because of  lack of

f  orce on orrr  s ide.  but,  we would not.  have the nerves t-o star: t

shoot inq on an unarmed populat j -on".  Needless to say r  even the day

after I  cont.acted my fr iends amonq the Afr icans and told them

abnut t .h is.  I  was rebuffed by very courageous people in the

querr i l la movement te l l ing me t-hat th is would be a womanrs way of

f ight ing.  Nnt acceptable,  fot  socir i -cul tu.ral  reasons"

The second story comes from New Uelhi .  f l i f teen years later,  fa11

1982, in a party wher:e a very hiqh ranking Ind j ,an pol ice of  I  j -cer was
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asked him aLrot- t t  t .he relat ionship between Sikhs

and Hindus, and he t .o ld me t .hat  i -n his mind this was no problem

as lonq as they made use of  v io lence, Indian pol ice could

handle that  wi th t radi t ional  pol ice methods. But,  again I  quote,

" i f  a l l  four mi l l ion of  them should march unarmed on New Delhi  in

a total lv nonviol-ent demonstrat ion we would be at  a 1oss".  And

again t -he same thing repeated i tsel f"  I  to ld th is to some of my

fr iends among t"he 5ikhs,  and they showed me not.  only their  hair-

knot under the turban but also the kni f  e in their  c lothes. The

messaqe added up to a very s imole one: nonviolence is not in our

cr,r l tureJ

And now back t-o the Palest in ian s i tuat ion.  Let me f i rst

share wi th you my vis ion of  the z ionist  qoaIs.  I  am in nD doubt

what they are;  to get the Arabs out of  the West Bank, possibly

also Gaza, as many as possible of  the I .3 mi1l ion,  the absorb*

t ion capaci ty of  Israel  beinq l imi ted, especial ly now that the

650 thousand Palest in ians l iv inq inside the green l ine are be*

ccrminq mDre pol i t - ical ly conscious. In other words,  compl-ete in-

c l -usion of  the ocr:upied terr i tor ies into Lhe State of  Israel .

Then, added Lo this:  a t ransformat ion of  Jordan frnm a HashemiLe

Kingdom to a Palest in ian sLate o thereby Lransforming the rel-at ion-

ship between Arabs and Jews f l rom an intra-state refat ionship to

an inter-state relat ionship wi th standard techniques of  arms race,

arms controJ,  bafance of  power,  and 'btrategic studies" f rom the

intel lectual  point  of '  v iew. Deideologizat ion.  I  am afraid that  Lhe



ambit ions go far beyond the Jordan River,  possibly to the

Euphrates I  understand t .h is to be impl ied in t .he oath

soldiers in IsraeI are swearinq in f ront  of  the Wai l ing Wal1.

In short ;  the s i t .uat ion is cr i t icar,  as i t  has always been.

since November 19I7 when Br i t ish dLrpl ic i ty got i ts c lear

f  ormulat ion in the Bal f  our Declarat" ion.  Given the st , rength of

the Israel-US Al l iance, the straLugy of  the Palest in ians even when

seen as a part  of  the Arab nat ion,  would have to be the strat"gy

of the weak. Terror ism is one such sLratugy. But i t  mobi l tzes the

repressive elements on the Jewish side, and plays on the US-

Israel  Al l iance at  i t .s  strongest points.

Crucial  to the struqqle is the abi l i ty  to form l inks,

even al l iances, wi th the softer parts of  the Jewish populat ion,

in Israel ,  in the lJni ted States or elsewhere. They woul.d be the

people,  350 thousand of  them.who por- . r red into the streets of

Tel  Aviv to protest  the massacre in 5abra and Chat i la,  They

would be the Peace Now people;  they would be the many soldiels

even highly cr i t ica] ,  according to the recent movies and document-

ar iesr nof only of  the Israel i  invasion ol '  l -ebanon June 7982, but.

also of  the occr.rpat ion pol ic ies.  fvery s ingJ.e terrr : r is t  act"  wi I l

weaken their  resolve to do somethinq about t -he s i tuaLion "  Hard

Is lam playinq up Lo hard Judaism, of  which Zionism

expression instead of  sof t  Is lam playing up to sof t

thorrgh we shorr l  d not r :nr le, lest imate the extenL to which

al-so sof t  Judaism mav have Zionist  content.

is  a pol i t ical

Judaism--al  -



I  r , rse th is as a backgrr :und fol  the disr :ussi i :n of  the whole

strat"gy of  nclnvio lence which evidenf 1y would have t"o include

both goals,  processes and indicaLors,  I  th ink i t  has been a

weakness so far that  the qoal  has ei ther been unclear.  or  stated

in terms ent i re ly unacceptable Lo the Jewish side "  At ,  th is

point .  I  then come back to the conceptual izat ion nf  t -he conf l ic t

as one between r ight  and r ight ,  wi . th bot.h Jews and Arabs having

leqi t imate c la ims on l iv i ,nq in t -he Eastern Mediterranean area.

And the only solut ion that I  lan imagine, qiven t-his,  would be a

conf lederat ion,  wi th terr i tory dj .v ided int .o r :antnns, some Jewish,

some Arab, the tot-al  set  of  Jewish canLons possibly referr inq t"o

i tsel f  as Israel  wi thoLrt  beinq an independent st ,aterand the

t-otal  set  nf  Arab canLons dr- : inq the sa,r" .3

0verarching this type of  part i t ion urould be a jo int  state,  Jewisl-

and Arab. wi th federal  terr i tory in a completely symmetr ical- ly orqanized

Jerusafem, the name of that  state being Ief t  open. But i t  should

invnke nei ther Jewish nor Arab symbr:1s and tr :adi t iorrs.  I f  others

nan come up with a better v is ion I  would be del iqhted since I

know perf 'ect" ly weI l  that  t ,here is something utopian abrrut  what

has just  been said.  " l . lnreal ist ic ' l  some people miqht"  say.  To this i

could then retort  that  even more rrnr 'eal ist ic is Israel  at  present,

not-  to ment- ion the k ind of  expansionist  goals that  I  th ink are

inherent i  n Zionism as ment ioned above, or any Palest in ian v is ion

of complet-e and total  Arab crrntro" l  nf  the whnle terr i tory.

Absolutelv essent ia l  are dialooues with the softer elements of

the Jewish side in order to f 'ormulate and explore af t .ernat. ives r : f
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this type, for  instance with people r- ike Jnseph Abi leah, Hai fa,
who for something l ike a generat ion now has arqued vis ions very
simifar to what r  just  ment ioned. The countress dialoques between
Jews and Arabs wir l ing to meet anr l  exchange views, in the Eastern

Mediterranean area as also in the lJni ter i  States and in western

f  urope'  couLd f  eed into t 'h is process and become high-ty rneaningf r . r l .
At l  the t ime bear ing in mind that the fastern Mediterranean has
the hiqhest densi ty of  chosen peop Ies per square mire in the
wor1d, and i t  is  d i f f icur, t  to ber ieve that v iabre sorut ion can
be developed by peopre suffer inq too strongry f rom t-hat t -ype of  cornDfex

I t  is  mnre than enorrqh to refer to

Yossi  Dayan, the second in command of  the Kach party in the
movie Br idge 0ver The Clo.ud: "He shoulc l  leave. He and his
people should leave. This is the land rsf"God" He is going to
suffer i f  he is staying. God of fered this rand to rrs.  we are
the chosen people.  To stay,  for  h i r r r .  is  a desecrat ion of  God., ,
0r  the American Jew in the movie who said, , r  ber ieve the ranci  was
qiven to the Jewish peopre" and when asked,,By whom?,,answered

"By snmebody ca11ed Gocr".  0r  Lo ref  rect  on the former pr ime

Minister,  Menachem Begin who made an extra balnony on his house

so as t r :  be abl"e to see the vi r  laqe of  Deir  yassip where he
himsel f  massacrerJ so rnany pales t i  n ians .

The onJ'y possible process is rnassive nonvio.rence. r t /e

should contemplate fu l ry the impr- icat i 'n of  having a popurat ion

of four mi l l ion parest in ians,  two mirr ion there,  in ocr-- .upied

Palest" ine,  two mir . r ion in the Diaspora,  scattered in the MidcJre



r1

East,  in WesLern Eurnpe and Nor: th America and in c l t .her parts of

the wor ld.  Imagine Lhat 10U96, 5O9i,  2596 of  Lhem cor:1d go into

dirent act ion at  fhe same t imel And imaoine that th is could be

coordinated with Jews inside Israel  who woul-d f ind the

al ternat ive qoal  of  peace between Jews and Arabs by far  super ior

to cont inued TionisL expansion jn the search of  "secure borders"--one

nf the more transparent pretexts of  recenL hist-ory !  And co-

ordinated not only wi th the contestants in the conf l ic t ,  but  a lscr

with sympathj  zers wi th the Arab cause al1 over t -he wor ld,

rememberinq that the overwhelming major i tv of  the Uni ted Nat ions

- is on the Palest in ian s ide, and so is the major i ty of  the peoples

of t .he wor1d. The sympathizers wi th the Tionists are in the

minor iLy,  even a smal1 one in Western Europe and North AmerJ-ca,

and sof i ]e other places, not thereby underest imat ing the power of

these people.  part i r :u lar ly iJVer the media"

So, a general  str ike f  rom the inside, combined with con-

str t lc t ive work in the Arab-Jewish nontext ,  anrJ f : :om the outside a

qiant "green march" on Israel ,  in the hundreds of  thousands,

even the mi l l inns,  f rom al l  s ides,  including by ship--but not

from the air  s ince that easi lv enqenders nervousness. Would

the sol-diers in Israel  shooL, would t .hey t ry to massacre a crowd

of nonviolent c iv i l ians? To be qui t .e f tank,  I  do not know. I

have been led to bel ieve that the Boers in South Afr ica.  another

Chosen People,  mi-qht do so i f  the Af l icans should march on

Johannesburg.  I  do not know. But I  know one t-hing: i f  they should
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st"arL anything l ike th is their  supporters in WesLern Europe

woul-d turn against  them and massively so,  and t .hev might-  lose

much of  the support  they have in North America (st i1 l  another

Chosen People,  seeing i tsel f  as they have done for a 1r:ng t inre

now as God's New Israel  )  .  I  dor-rbt  that  lsrael  can af  f  ord th is.

How would they get food, how would they sustain themselves

dur, ing a general  str ike? I  have vis ions of  thousands of  bat loons

coming on a wester ly wind from Jordan and other count-r ies,  dropping

suppl ies,mrJch of  which would f ,a l l  into the wrong hands, but

mueh of  which wnuld arr : ive.  I  have yjs jnnc nf  no-nl  e prepar inq

for.  t .h is eventual i tyo st .or ing f 'ood in advance, over a long

per iod.

Add to th is the v is ion af  a Palest ine Liberat iqn Day

celebrated al l  DVer t"he wor ld wi th sympathizers organiz ing s i t -

down str ikes outside al l  Israel i  embassies.  boycott ing everything

that smacks of  Zionism, engaging in construct ive dialoque wherever

possible,  and not only wi th sof t  Jews, but also wi t .h hard ones.

But wi l l  Palest in ian Arabs and others be wi l l inq to enqage in

such act j -ons? For instance, would they sacr i f ice the t ime,

would they t ravel  tn part ic ipate? I f  any people in t .he wr:r1d

shor-r ld have t-his in their  cul t .ure the Musl ims would certainl .y be

among them. A people,  a nat ion t .hat .  f  r : r  more t-han t  100 years

has had in i ts t radi t iorr  the cal  l inq to t ravel  t -o Mecca, lhe
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had. i .  A people that  in the very beginninq of  the history ol

Is l .am had hizr :at- !  massive emiEraf" ion,  as a basic tool  of  non-

viol-ence strr-rggIe.  Shor-r l -d they not be able to t ravel ,  to move,

to st . rugqle nonviolent ly for  their  most cher ished goals? Hard

to bel ieve.

Then, the indicators:  how would we know that-  we are on the

r ight  t rack t"owards the goal? By interspersing intermediate goals,

the lesser goalso t -he count less struqgles as they are fought now,

today, in the West.  Bank. The plant ing of  o l ive t rees against

Jewish dupl in i ty is very touchinq, a story that  should be told

over the worId.  Jews uproot inq t i :ees,  aqainst .  l i ie i  Arpbs plant i r iq

trees-- the symbo l ism is perfect .  This may al-so be one of  those

cases where nonviol ,ence wins by losing: precisely by uproot ing

the seedl ings again the sett lers might.  have done t .hemsel-ves a

great.  d isf  avor,  on the nondi t ion t"hat the st .ory becomes

suf, f ic ient lv t<nown.4

0f course, any struqgle l ike t ,h is would be, and is today,

an exercise in power.  But what k ind of  power? I  would argue
q-

not only power-over-ot .hers,  but  a lso power-over-onesel" f  . -  The

other s ide is super ior  in mi l i t .ary power,  but .  mi l i tary power

only has a bi te i f  t .he people against  which i t  is  d i rected are

f 'ear iu l"  FearLessness setves as an inoculat i r :n aqainst-

mi l i tary power,  and very many Palest in ian youths have demon-

strated fearLessness t"hrouoh their  v in lent  acts "  I t  is  nr : t  a
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scarce nommodj ty on t .he Palest in ian s ide, the arqument would only

be t .hat  i t  has been nr isdi lect-ed.

Anot-her t remendously important source of  pDWer is of  course

economic;  t -he . [srae] is t ry t .o nrake the Palest . in ians dependent

on themsel ves t -hrouqh et-onr:mic means. An al t ,ernat. ive,  e_"1f  -

suf ' f i  c i  ent .  economy ,  i r r  other words dependencv on onese I  f

rather than on others.  would be st i l l  another cnndi t ion for

srJCcessf r-r l  sf -  ruoo 1e.

Then t-her:e is eul tural  poweri  the whole web of  norms and

values that make commands br i te,  srJch as r :bedience to the nat- ion,

nbedi  ence tr :  the state.  not-  to ment ion obedience to the nat ion-

stat-e.  Aqain the Palest in ians shor.r ld be wel l  equipped: ic lent i ty in- the-

strenqth nf  Is lam. the pr ide in their  t - r 'adi t - ions,  cul tural  survival  as

an aet of  fant-ast ic i rchievement-  of  that-  people t -oday, in the

Diaspora,  should be an important source ol  inspirat . iorr .

And t"hen 
"  

last-  brr t  not  Least- .  pol i t ical  power.  I  see

pol i t . ical  power as l -he concerted mr:bi l izat" ion of  the other forms

of power j "nside a elear st  rat""qy,  wi  th qoa1s, pr"ocesses and

i  ndicators.  Maybe this has been the weakest poinf- .  on the Palest in-

ian s ide. and alonq al l  t -hree dimensions; unclearJ.y and rJn-

acceptabi  y stat .ed qoals,  a proness where v io lence has been t-aken

fnl  qranted of ten in an unrBf lected manner,  and no clear " indicators",

s ign-posts and mi lestones on the road t-owards that qoal .
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Let.  me now in c0nclusion

to the f ive acid tests that  I

cussion of  Sol idarnodc: f ive

violent strr . rggle.  to see how i

expDSe what has been said s0 far

used in connect i -on wi th t"he dis-

Gandhian rul-  es (  amonq many )  for  non-

t  stands up.

The f i rsL rule was the admonit ion not to expand the goa1.

Imagine the goal  is  formulated as a cooperat ive Jewish-Arab state

inst i tut ional ly shaped as a confederat ion.  Imagine the strr-rgg1e

rnoves the whole "system" in that .  d i rect ion.  In other words,  the

cooperat ive state starts taking shape ,  no t  as something imposed

on one or both of  the part ies,  but  as an accepted sol-ut ion,  and

that is, .  indeed, always the qoal  of  nonviolent struggle.  Con-

vetsion, not coercion--not only of  0ther o but also of  5e1f.  In

that case sonre would say:  let  rJS expand the goal !  l -et  us do

what is real1y in our heart :  a Palest in ian state wi th some

Jewish inhabi tants.  Gandhi would say:  st ick to your goals once

f,ormulated. Make yoursel f  a rel iable conf l ic t  partner,  see

the conf ' l ic t  as a contract  wi th in which you act .

Senond, there should be a place for the other s ide af ter

the conf l ic t ,  a l i fe af ter  sLruggle.  In other words,  there

should be some kind ol  Israel ;  but  an autonomous, fu l ly  inde-

pendent state is unacceptable.  Vindict iveness does not belong

in nonviolence i  accommodat. ion,  space for the other s ide does.
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Third,  keep contact  at-  a l  1 nosts "  This appl ies not only to

the more posi t ive discussion partners on Lhe other s ide,  but Lo

everybody. I t  is  int .erest inq to see who is breaking that rule

today: the U5-Israel  a l l iance, c l inqinq to i ts unwi l l ingness to

negot- iate wi th PL0" And they are the ones who lose in the

publ ic eye al l  over the wor ld for  th is reason, prepar inq the

pol iL ical  ground for a struggle of  the type indicated here.

Fourth,  construct ive act ion.  In al l  phases r : f  the struggle

make sure that the posi t . ive image comes Lhrough in terms of  what

is wanted as the ul t imate goal :  a cooperat ive,  peaceful ,  society

t-hat-  of  f  ers l ivel ihood f  or  both groups, and others who could jo in.

Again the ol ive seedl ings come to mind as a highly construct ive

symbol ismtas opposed to the v io lent act .  0ne l i t t le point  in

this connect" ion:  the level  of  knowledge of  the other twr:  in the

occident"af  re l ig ious t r ianqle ol  Judaism-Chrrst iani ty- Is lam is

much ton l -ow. A higher level  of  knowledge can only be obtained

thror.rgh dialoque and other types of  educat ional  ef for ts.  Any

ef f 'or t"  in that-  d i rect ion wnuld already be construct ive act ion.

Part icular ly important-  is  t "o open onesel f  for  the sofL t radi t ions

in the other two, not only seeing onets ovrn rel iq ion as sof t  and

the oLher two as hard.  A posi t - ion that certainly could not be

character ized as i r rat ional  q iven the evidence provided by history--

but-  is  nevertheless unf l r r r i t fu l .  and thereiore to be avnirJed,
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And f i f th and f ina1.1y:  don' ' t  be naive!  Nnnviolent strugqle

is no easy road, nor is t -he v io lent roacj"  l '1 oreover. ,  nonvic lence

takes t i rne because i t  is  based on psycholoqi .cal  processes of

accommodat ion and acceptance, not on physiological  process of

maiming and ki l l inq.  Again the Arab sirJe comes out posi t ivelv

with a wordn prominent.  i  n the language, for  the personal  quat i t -y

needed; pat ience, zabur.  sn I  would conclude: zabur.  much

of i t ,  but  nnt too much! There is a I imi t  t -o how rong in" iust ice

should be tr : leraterJ"
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* Paper prepared for the Conference on Nonviolent Poi i t ical .
Struggle,  Arab Though Forum, Amman, Jordan L5-18 Novernber 1-986.

t l ]  See Anthonv Nrrt t ing,  The Arabs, Mentor Books, New York,  L964,
pp: L94f .  "For -one thing, Hulagu's wi fe was a Chr ist ian;  for
another,  he had made a deal  wi th the Byzant ine k ing of  Armenia to
spare al l  Chr ist ians and their  p}aces of  worship and to help
recover Jerusalem, provided that f - t ie Chr ist ians helped him to
destroy Is1am".

t21 See Johan Galtung, Essays j -n Peace Research, Vol"  V, .  ch.  3,
pp. 11-LL6.

t3l  For a related but-  a lso di f ferent v is ion,  see Mahdi F.  Abdul-
Hadi ,  Thought-s on Israel 's Pol ic ies and Pract ices in Jerusalem,
Canter for  Internat ional  Af fa i rs,  i {arvard,  Cambridge, 1985,
"Part  VI I I ,  A Solut j -on?",  pp.  1-4-16 "  Baslc aspects of  h is plan:

"There should be an Arab Jerusalenr and an Israel i  Jerusalem, each
exercis ing fu11 sovereignty wi th in i ts owr- l  terr i tory,  i :ut  wi- th no
barr iers betv.reen them and no impediment to f reedom of movennent
between them"

"There should be a UN representat ive to head a permanent body of
special ists and experts stat icned in Jerusalem, not as governor l ,
but  to exercise Lhe fol lowinq dut ies:

(a) Coordinat ing between the Arab l" iunic ipal i ty and the Israel i
Municipal i ty in the open ci t -y of  Jerusalern"

However,  Dr Abdul-Hadi=s plan js a two states solut ion,
st ipulat ing that "The te: : r i tory of  Arab Jerusalem should be a
separate enclave within Palest in ian terr i tory,  whi le the terr i tory
of  Israel i  Jerusalem should be a separate enclave vr i th in Israel""
In the paper quoted in l ,2 l  above there is als the out l ine of  a
two states solut ion,  hut I  oo see that.  as t i re second best.

t4 l  For an example,  see Mubarak E. Awad and R. Scott  Kennedy,
Nonviolent Struggle in the Middle East:  The Druze of  the Golan,
A Case of  Nonviolent Resistance'  Nevr S,cciety,  Santa Cruz, 1983.

l5 l  For th is approah to powert  vp-Ty much based on Gandhi 's under-
standing of  power,  see Johan Galtung'  Gandhi Today, Abele,  Tor ino,
1987; Peter l larrmer Ver lag,  Wuppertal ,  L987, ch.2.2,  sect ion on
por ' /er .  For an ear l . ier  version, see my The True Worlds'The Free
Press/Macrni l lan'  1980'  ch.2"4.


